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"Don't hesitate/' she advises us.   "Get them

out!"

She hands us several alternative applica-
tion forms; one is a request for permission
to make private arrangements without waiting
for the government scheme to come into
operation.

"Look here,59 she adds, "you could afford
to pay for their passage, couldn't you?"

We admit that we could. "The children have
been to the United States before/5 we continue.
"They both hold re-entry permits."

"Well, then, there's nothing to wait for.
They're in quite an exceptionally favourable
position. Fix up their passages yourselves, and
you'll be making room under the government-
scheme for two more children whose parents
can't afford to send them on their own."

We decide to take her advice and book pro-
visional berths for Richard and Hilary, never
dreaming that in three weeks' time, when the
operation of the government scheme has been
impeded by the loss of the French fleet and the
resulting shortage of convoys, we and other
middle-class parents who have acted with similar
promptitude will have our distress increased by
accusations that we have abused our "class
privileges" at the,expense of children from state-
aided schools whose interests under the scheme
we believed ourselves to be serving.